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SYDNEY  
DESERVES
A WORLD  
CLASS 
RIVER

Every Australian should have access to a natural place to swim 
and relax. 

For the million or so people who live within 20 minutes of its 
beauty, that river is the Parramatta River.

OUR VISION IS TO MAKE THE PARRAMATTA RIVER  
A LIVING RIVER. 

Living means many things. It means thriving shores where people 
choose to relax and play, and thriving ecosystems on river banks 
and below the water. It means a river packed full of life, human 
and otherwise. 

A HEALTHY RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES REFLECT A HEALTHY 
COMMUNITY, SO LET’S HELP THE PARRAMATTA RIVER 
AND ITS COMMUNITIES THRIVE. 

This initiative is being delivered by the Parramatta 
River Catchment Group (PRCG). The PRCG is a group 
of councils, government agencies and community 
groups who are working together to improve the 
Parramatta River and the creeks that flow into it.

The PRCG is financially supported by the following councils and government agencies:

MANY CULTURES ONE COMMUNITY
AUBURN COUNCIL



COPENHAGEN

LONDON NEW YORK

BERLIN

There’s a global movement to make big rivers the centres of 
life they once were. We’re making Sydney part of that.

HARBOUR BATH/ PLOT
Harbour Bath offers an urban harbour landscape with dry-
docks, piers, boat ramps, cliffs, playgrounds and pontoons, 
making it possible for the citizens of Copenhagen to go for a 
swim in the middle of the city.

THAMES BATH
Thames Bath is a proposal for a floating swimming pool in 
the River Thames that incorporates the tidal waters of the 
river, which will be clean enough to bathe in after the arrival 
of London’s new sewage tunnel.

+ POOL
+ POOL is an initiative to build the world’s first water-
filtering, floating pool. The design filters the very river that it 
floats in through the walls of the pool, making it possible for 
New Yorkers to swim in clean river water for the first time in 
100 years.

BADESCHIFF
This out of the ordinary swimming pool is called The 
Badeschiff, created from recycled cargo containers and is 
floating on the river Spree in Berlin.



LET’S MAKE OUR RIVER  
SWIMMABLE AGAIN BY 

Up until the 1950s most of the Parramatta River was swimmable and 
was the focal point for many social activities. Today, the upper and 
mid reaches of the river have become too polluted for swimming 
and other activities to continue, leaving few locations where people 
can still swim. 

BUT THE WHOLE RIVER CAN BE SWIMMABLE AGAIN. 

Yes, the challenge is complex. But it’s doable and already widely 
supported. Scientific modelling shows us it is possible, and there 
are many international examples of where it has been done.

MISSION:
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1. Greenwich Baths
2. Dawn Fraser Pool
3. Woolwich Baths
4. Leichhardt Park
5. Chiswick Baths
6. Bayview Baths
7. Glades Bay
8. Cabarita Beach
9. Morrison Bay
10. Tennyson

11. Putney Park
12. Ashton’s Baths
13. Princes Regent 

 Swimming Club Baths
14. Shepherds Point
15. Meadowbank
16. Silverwater Baths
17. Lake Parramatta
18. Centennial Baths
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THE
BENEFITS

GREATER LIVEABILITY 

HEALTHY  
LIVING

BETTER PUBLIC 
AMENITIES

A healthy river supports and enhances life in 
many ways. It makes the area more liveable 
by introducing greater biodiversity, better 

air quality and access to activities such 
as swimming, picnicking, cycling or just 

relaxing.

As the Parramatta River is improved to allow 
for more human activities, many places along 
its banks will be developed so residents and 

tourists can enjoy the benefits. We are looking 
to design and implement better infrastructure 

that improves access for everyone. 

Living near a swimmable waterway or healthy 
creek promotes healthy living. This is not just 

because of the obvious health benefits of 
swimming or walking, but also because the 

area becomes more activated with children’s 
play areas, walking paths, cycleways, major 

events and other recreational activities.

A swimmable river is about more 
than just swimming. It is a clean 
and healthy river, with vibrant and 
active spaces that everyone can 
easily get to and enjoy whether 
that be around the river itself or 
its tributaries.

BUSINESS  
OPPORTUNITIES

INCREASED  
PROPERTY VALUE

SOCIAL CONNECTION BIODIVERSITY

Australians are attracted to water. Being 
around a river they can swim in or a creek 

they can relax by creates a great social 
and recreational attraction for both locals 
and tourists. A swimmable river will foster 

community connection by facilitating fun safe 
places throughout the river’s catchment for 

people to meet.

A living river is one that is rich in biodiversity, 
where people, fish and other animals can 
thrive together. It is a place where healthy 
vegetation and fauna flourish, and people 
benefit physically and mentally from being 

close to nature.

As the area becomes busier, business 
opportunities will increase. Restaurants 
and venues will have the opportunity to 
invest in waterfront locations or benefit 
from improved access to the river and 

capitalise on the benefits of a living river.

Living in close proximity to clean, swimmable 
water or nice open space areas or wetlands 
is highly sought after and greatly increases 
property prices. A swimmable Parramatta 

River and cleaner creeks will attract property 
investors, promote redevelopment and 

help increase the desirability of living in all 
suburbs near the river and its tributaries. 



THE 
STORY 
SO FAR

There is a long way to go before the river can be 
swimmable again, but we have already started the 
journey and achieved some great success.

Waterway health monitoring conducted and major 
pollutant reduction activities undertaken.

 Industrial auditing conducted to ensure 
compliance with legislative requirements.

POLLUTION

Ongoing council funding and commitment. 

$1.9 million from the NSW State Government for 
pollutant reduction infrastructure. 

FUNDING

Connection between urban bushland remnants 
improved.

Fish ladders installed on weirs to help fish move up 
and down.

BIODIVERSITY

Development and implementation of a Parramatta 
River Coastal Zone Management Plan.

Development of the Sydney Harbour Catchment 
Water Quality Improvement Plan.

Water sensitive urban design principles adopted 
into several council planning controls.

POLICY

Improved cycle and walking networks.

TRANSPORT

Training of council outdoor staff to increase 
awareness of biodiversity and minimise daily 
impacts.

School and community education initiatives 
conducted to educate people on the benefits of a 
healthy waterway.

EDUCATION

Hundreds of volunteers involved in clean up 
Australia day, Waterwatch and Bushcare.

Information sharing with other river groups such as 
the Georges River Combined Council Committee 
and Cooks River Alliance.

COMMUNITY  
& PARTNERSHIPS

Development of the Parramatta River Walk from 
Gladesville Bridge to Ryde Bridge.

Recreation opportunities created along the river 
and tributaries foreshores.

Major events held (e.g. Australia day, regattas, New 
Year’s Eve fireworks).

RECREATION & 
EVENTS

Drawings developed to help ensure the integrity of 
the design process for water quality infrastructure.

Water sensitive architecture, stormwater 
harvesting and reuse schemes installed.

DESIGN &  
INFRASTRUCTURE



THE  
PLAN

We’ve developed a plan to help us achieve our mission of making 
the Parramatta River swimmable by 2025. This fits into four 
areas:

REPORT
SUCCESS

SET TARGETS &
WRITE PATHWAYS

IDENTIFY
ISSUES

BUILD  
SUPPORT



1 BUILD  
SUPPORT

A swimmable Parramatta River is good for everyone. By uniting us 
all, we aim to gain momentum and support for making our river 
swimmable again.

Here is how you can help:

Support our mission by downloading our government 
supporter pack from the Our Living River website. Use 
the assets to promote the mission on your website, 
social and media channels.

Make Our Living River a focus of your community 
activities by downloading our community supporter 
pack and distributing posters and stickers 
throughout your community. Use the assets to 
promote the mission in your group and on your 
website or social media channels.

Show your support by either:

• Visiting our website and voting for where you would 
like to swim.

• Sharing the campaign on Facebook or Twitter.
• Emailing us to receive our supporter poster 

and sticker pack and then put them where your 
community can see them.

• Telling us a story of what you love doing in or near 
the Parramatta River or its creeks.

• Encouraging your neighbours to get on board too!

GOVERNMENT OR NGO

COMMUNITY GROUP RESIDENTS

Pledge your support and have your logo listed on our 
website by downloading our business supporter pack 
from the Our Living River website. Use the assets to 
promote the mission in your business and on your 
website or social media channels.

LOCAL BUSINESS

VISIT THE OUR LIVING RIVER WEBSITE AT OURLIVINGRIVER.COM.AU 
OR EMAIL INFO@OURLIVINGRIVER.COM.AU FOR MORE INFORMATION  

OR TO SHARE A STORY.



A public campaign to raise 
awareness of the mission and show 
support for a swimmable river has 
been developed.

As part of this initiative we will be 
working with the media to highlight 
the varied benefits of having access 
to a Living River.

This campaign will feature in local 
and national media, and consist of 
press advertising, posters, flyers, 
stickers and social media assets.

If you would like to run this campaign in your LGA please contact info@ourlivingriver.com.au

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR  
A SWIMMABLE RIVER AT  

OURLIVINGRIVER.COM.AU
ourlivingriver.com.au

PARRAMATTA RIVER CATCHMENT GROUP

HELP MAKE OUR RIVER SWIMMABLE AGAIN.

ourlivingriver.com.au

PARRAMATTA RIVER CATCHMENT GROUP

HELP MAKE OUR RIVER SWIMMABLE AGAIN.



To achieve our goals of making the Parramatta River a swimmable 
river, we have been working closely with stakeholders to identify 
what the current barriers are and to outline the necessary pathways 
to overcoming those barriers.

2 IDENTIFY
ISSUES



Under each of the nine issues we have identified a range of targets 
and pathways to help us achieve our mission. It is a work in progress, 
and we will continue to work with our partners to refine the plan 
over the coming months.

We have identified four priority areas that we need to get us started 
in 2015.

3 SET THE TARGETS & 
WRITE THE PATHWAYS

10,000 residents sign up and vote for where they 
would like to swim. 

100 businesses, organisations and community 
groups sign up as partners.

A whole of river joint government taskforce be 
established to lead the strategic direction and 
coordination of a river master plan. 
 

COMMUNITY 
& PARTNERSHIPS

FUNDING

That funding of $5 million be committed by 
relevant agencies to establish the frameworks and 
mechanisms to make Parramatta River swimmable 
again and commence on ground implementation. 

A partnership investment model be developed 
to enable other businesses and organisations to 
financially support the mission.

A 10 year review of the uptake and 
implementation of the stormwater  
management service charge be undertaken.

 

All local and State Government planning and 
development policies be assessed and amended 
to ensure water quality improvements are 
prioritised for all new developments. 

Local and State Government business and 
economic development policies be reviewed  
and amended to capitalise on the natural value  
of the river. 

POLICY

A science summit be held to set pollution 
management objectives. 

A river water quality monitoring program be 
established and reported publicly each year.  

POLLUTION

Site survey and design of infrastructure 
conducted at 5 pilot swimming sites and 
implementation plans developed.

Prioritise where water quality improvement 
infrastructure needs to be installed across the 
catchment to make sites on the Parramatta River 
swimmable.

 

DESIGN &  
INFRASTRUCTURE



It is very important that we measure and report progress 
publicly and celebrate our successes so that we can 
maintain support to achieve our mission. Our website 
and e-newsletter will regularly update our partners, 
supporters and followers so that everyone can see the 
progress being made. 

Register to receive our e-newsletter at 
ourlivingriver.com.au

4 REPORT
SUCCESS



FAQs WHO’S BEHIND  
‘OUR LIVING RIVER’?

HOW ARE YOU 
DOING THIS?

IS THIS ACTUALLY  
POSSIBLE?

This initiative is being delivered by 
the Parramatta River Catchment 

Group (PRCG). The PRCG is a group of 
councils, government agencies and 
community groups who are working 

together to make the Parramatta River 
and its tributaries living waterways for 
everyone to enjoy. More details can be 

found on our website.

Currently we are running different 
scenarios using models developed 

as part of the Sydney Harbour Water 
Quality Improvement Plan, which show 
that making the entire river swimmable 

is achievable.

Yes it is. Scientific modelling of the river 
shows that it can be done. Other major 

cities around the world are already 
doing it including London, New York, 

Copenhagen and Berlin. But to succeed 
we need everyone to get on board and 
support the mission. Visit our website 

to get involved.

HOW MUCH IS THIS  
GOING TO COST?

WHY WOULD YOU WANT 
TO SWIM IN A RIVER 

WHEN YOU COULD SWIM 
AT A BEACH?

HOW DO I GET 
INVOLVED?

IS THERE ANYWHERE I 
CAN SWIM NOW?

The costs and also timeframes vary 
according to different projects. In the 

short term, we are prioritising key 
areas  and are working with a range 
of different councils and NSW State 

Government stakeholders in terms of 
funding for these projects.

Swimming in the Parramatta River is 
a lot closer to home for many western 

suburbs residents than the nearest 
beach. Some people also enjoy the less 
sandy environment of river swimming 

and natural settings.

Whether you are a local resident or from 
a local council, business or community 
group, you can show your support by 

visiting ourlivingriver.com.au and voting for 
where you would like to swim. You can also 
download a supporter pack to help spread 

the word.

Yes. There are a number of areas where 
you can already swim. See our website 

for more details.



ourlivingriver.com.au

ARE YOU READY TO 
SWIM IN THE RIVER?

If you want to find out more about making the Parramatta River 
swimmable or pledge your support visit: 


